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Sir: 



This is in response to the Office Action dated March 26, 2004. 
The one month shortened statutory period for response is set to 
expire on April 26, 2004, thus this response is timely filed. 



SUMMARY OF ELECTION REQUIREMENT 

Invention Groups . The Examiner has required election of a 

species associated with either Figures 3-5, Figures 6-7, Figures 8- 

9, Figures 10-14, or Figures 15-19 under 35 U.S.C. 121, and an 

identification of claims readable thereon. As the basis for this 

election requirement, the Official Action states the following: 

This application contains claims directed to the 
following patentably distinct species of the claimed 
invention: objective lens for an optical disk of 

a. Figures 3-5 

b. Figures 6-7 



c. Figures 8-9 

d. Figures 10-14 

e . Figures 15-19 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a 
single disclosed species for prosecution on the merits to 
which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim 
is finally held to be allowable. Currently, no claims 
are generic . 



Applicants provisionally elect Group E (Figures 15-19) as 



readable on the elected invention. However, applicant's assertion 
in no way is an indication of an intent to limit the aforementioned 
claims to the embodiment depicted in Figures 15-19. 

If any questions arise from this response, the Examiner is 
respectfully requested to call the undersigned attorney. 



PROVISIONAL ELECTION 



outlined by the Examiner without traverse. 



Claims 8-10 are 
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